
 

 SEND Information Report  
 
 

 

Fishponds Church of England Academy is an inclusive mainstream academy with a 

Resource Base for pupils with communication and Interaction needs. We provide for a 

wide range of needs including those related to Communication and Interaction, Cognition 

and Learning, Social and Emotional difficulties and Sensory/Physical difficulties.  

1. What does SEND mean and what is the ‘school offer’? 

      SEND stands for Special Educational Needs and Disability. 

 All children are individuals and their abilities in each area of the curriculum vary across a wide spectrum. 
 There are situations where a child’s needs are such that it is difficult for a class teacher to provide 

appropriately for them without additional and/or specialist support. This is usually when a child is described 
as having ‘special educational needs’. 

 All schools have a duty to be accessible and inclusive for the children within their community. It is our job to 
support parents in providing the best possible education for children. For the vast majority of children that 
will be through attending their local mainstream school. 

 There are four broad areas of need within SEND: Cognition and Learning Needs, Communication and 
Interaction Needs, Social, Emotional and Mental Health Needs and Sensory and/ or Physical Needs. 

 We do not ‘fit’ a pupil into a category, but rather provide support based on their particular area/s of need as 
stated in the Code of Practice. These four broad areas give an overview of the range of needs that should be 
planned for. The purpose of identification is to work out what action the school needs to take, not to fit a 
pupil into a category. In practice, individual children or young people often have needs that cut across all 
these areas and their needs may change over time. For instance, speech, language and communication 
needs can also be a feature of a number of other areas of SEND, and children and young people with Autism 
may have needs across all areas, including particular sensory requirements. The support provided to an 
individual should always be based on a full understanding of their particular strengths and needs and seek to 
address them all using well-evidenced interventions targeted at their areas of difficulty and where necessary 
specialist equipment or software 

 For a small number of children their needs may be better met at an alternative setting. In those 
circumstances we have a role to support parents in identifying and accessing what is best for their child. 
 
 

2. What should I do if I think that my child may have special educational needs? 

 If your child is already attending Fishponds CE Academy, then your first point of contact should be your 
child’s class teacher. Teachers are available at the end of the day so this is often a good time to arrange an 
appointment. 

 If your concerns cannot be addressed by the class teacher or your child has not yet joined us at Fishponds 
please ask to speak to Vicky Caddell who is our SENDCO (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Co-
ordinator). To contact the SENDCO please call us on 0117 9030491 or email  - 
fishpondsceacademy@dbat.otg.uk 
 
 
 

3.  How does school know if my child needs extra help? 

 If a child needs something more than is available through normal classroom practice then they can be 
described as having special educational needs. This covers a wide range of needs from a child struggling to 
make good progress in reading or maths to social, speech or physical difficulties. 
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 If your child is new to school and they have needs that have already been identified, then information and 
assessments will come from the previous setting. A transition meeting may be arranged which will include 
you. 

 If your child is not making the same progress as other children and we feel that your child has SEND then we 
will assess and plan what action needs to be taken.  Assessment may include classroom observations, formal 
assessments, meetings with your child’s class teacher and consultations with you and your child. From this, 
we may involve outside professionals for advice.  We will keep you informed at each stage. 

  

4. How will Fishponds CE Academy support my child? 

 The role of the class teacher is fundamental to any additional needs being met. They will use ongoing lesson 
assessments to create appropriate lesson plans, seating plans and work. 

 Quality First Teaching includes differentiation, target setting and personalised learning. Your child’s class 
teacher will use a range of strategies and resources to enable your child to access the curriculum.  In all 
classes, teachers will support learning at different levels and different rates. 

 Regular meetings will be held between the class teacher and parents to share progress. The SENDCo may 
also be involved in these meetings. 

 Some children may take part in a formal intervention programme supporting their area of need. If your child 
takes part in one of these programmes you will be updated and given ideas about how you can support at 
home. 

 Following assessment and planning, children with SEND will have targeted, personalised plans created which 
will outline their needs, any health & safety risks, and strategies that work well when teaching or supporting 
them. 

 Where a child needs further support to access learning, we may seek support from outside agencies. This 
may include training, advice, case conferences and interventions. It may also be appropriate for your child to 
learn alongside trained Teaching Assistants individually or as part of a small group. 

 

 

5. How will both you and I know how my child is doing? 

 There will be meetings with the class teacher to review progress as required. 

 Children identified as having SEND are set targets linked to their individual need. These targets are recorded 
and reviewed regularly. 

 Teachers may discuss any child causing them concern with their parents on a more frequent basis. The 
SENDCo is available at parents’ evenings to speak to parents children on the SEND register. 

 For pupils with an Education and Health Care Plan, there is a statutory requirement to meet each year for an 
‘annual review’ of the child’s needs. 

 You may wish to contact the class teacher or SENDCO via email. We also contact parents via school gateway 
or Dojo– please ensure that the academy has your up-to-date email address and mobile phone and that you 
have signed up to Dojo. 

 Students with high need SEND may be assigned a 1:1 Teaching Assistant for specific periods in the day. 
Sometimes communication may be through a home/school communication book. 

 

 

6. What support will there be for my child’s overall wellbeing? 

 All the schools in the Diocese of Bristol Academies Trust provide nurture support and develop emotional 
resilience. 

 All schools have designated first aiders and a procedure for administrating prescribed medications. We have 
access to the School Nursing Service, Primary Mental Health Support (PMHS), Child and Adolescent Mental 
Health Service (CAMHS) we also contact First Response should there be a need to access a variety of other 
support services. 

 Pupils’ views are sought, listened to and acted upon wherever possible. 

 There are many adults in school available to support your child’s pastoral needs: Our Headteacher (Ms 
Omoboni), Assistant Headteacher (Mrs Noble), the SENDCo (Mrs Caddell), Family Link Worker (Miss Cahill) 
and TAs.  Fishponds CE Academy also has a supportive teaching team and lunchtime supervising team who 
all have the children’s happiness as one of their key priorities. 

 In our academy, the class teacher is the first port of call for all discussion about your child. They will discuss 
any concerns with appropriate members of staff. 



 We have a clear behaviour policy (available on this website) and access to behaviour specialists for support 
and advice when needed, e.g. access to outreach provision. 

 Children have access to key workers and teaching assistants in order to support them in voicing their views. 

 

7. Which other services and outside agencies are available to the school? 

 Fishponds CE Academy have access to an Educational Psychologist, Occupational Therapist and behaviour 

specialist.  

 We also have access to services provided by the local authority e.g. BAT (Bristol Autism Team), Sensory 

Support Service, Learning Improvement Team, Behaviour Improvement Team and Early Years Inclusion 

Team. 

 The school also works with health professionals such as paediatricians, speech and language therapists, 

occupational therapists, PMHS, School Nurse and CAMHS. These can be accessed through the health care 

team via your GP or through the school nurse. 

 

8. What training has the staff supporting children and young people with SEND had or are 

they having? 

 The SENDCo is qualified and regularly completes training and research in order to develop their knowledge 
and practice. We collaborate within the Academy Trust and with other Bristol SENDCOs to share and form 
best practice.  Our SENDCO has successfully completed The National Award for Special Educational Needs 
coordination. 

 As part of the ongoing professional development process that happens within school, each member of the 
Fishponds CE Academy staff team is encouraged to identify training needs early on in the school year and 
then plans put in place to achieve that during the year. This may include visiting other schools, attending 
local training, inviting in specialists or being a part of whole-school training. 

 Many staff undertake further training to develop their skills across a variety of aspects of school life. 

 In our academy, we have Teaching Assistants and other staff with specialist knowledge in supporting 
children with Attachment Disorder, Autism, Speech, Communication and Language, Hearing impairments, 
Vision impairments, physical needs, Literacy, Numeracy, PSHE (personal, social, health education) 

 At Fishponds CE Academy we have a trained Drawing and Talking Therapist, Family Link Worker, Massage in 
Schools Programme lead, Reading Assistant, English as an additional language Academic Mentor, Academic 
Mentors, Transforming Lives for Good Therapist, Mental Health Lead and an Opportunities Lead 

 We are currently in the process of training an Emotional Literacy Support Assistants (ELSA) and a Dyslexia 
Assessor. 

 If your child has specific needs where teaching staff need extra training, this will take place and specialists 
will be involved where necessary. 
 

9. How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom, including school trips? 

 Inclusion is at the heart of Fishponds CE Academy. Specific access needs will be addressed on an individual 

basis. See Access Plan for further details. 

 We have regular educational visits as well as people coming into school to support topic areas. There is one 

residential trip in Year 6 and swimming lessons in Year 4.  All children, including those with SEND are given 

the opportunity to come. 

 We provide any support that is required for full inclusion as we choose visits that are accessible to all. You 

are encouraged to join and support the school and your child on some trips and visits. 

 We offer a variety of Extra Curricular clubs which change termly. We offer a number of sporting clubs that 

are run by Premiere Sports including Athletics, Girls Football, Boys Football and Multi sports. We offer Guitar 

lessons and Young Voices for Years 5 and 6. 

 

10. How accessible is the academy environment? 

 Fishponds CE Academy is fully accessible and meets all the requirements linked to the Equalities Act and the 

Disability Discriminatory Act. 

 The layout of the Academy is accessible by ramps and via lifts if needed. The lifts are located in the Early 

Years area and by the school hall. We have disabled toilets and showers. 



 The Access Plan provides further information regarding the accessibility of the environment. The Academy 

Access Plan can be found on the Academy website.  

 If you require an interpreter we will arrange this with the interpreting services.  

 Some areas of the school benefit from soundproofing to support those with sensory needs, such as the main 

hall. 

 

11. How does Fishponds Academy support its pupils when it is time for them to move class or 

to leave the school? 

 We will ask you and the current school if your child has any additional needs prior to your child joining us at 
Fishponds CE Academy. Some children may benefit from a home visit too. 

 Where your child’s needs have already been identified by a previous setting, then we will liaise with them. 
You may also be invited to a transition meeting with both schools. 

 We recognise that there are children who find yearly transition tricky and these are provided with extra 
support as appropriate to their needs. Parents will be fully involved and we value your input at any point in 
this process. 

 Children starting our academy for the first time will have a ‘meet the teacher’ session; Reception have a 

picnic and a story session in the summer term before the September start and a home visit. Home visits may 

also be arranged for children starting with SEND – the SENDCo, class teacher or other senior member of staff 

will liaise with you on this. Additional home/school visits may also be arranged for children starting with 

SEND – the SENDCo will liaise with you and their previous setting on this.  

 For children moving on to Secondary school, there will be opportunities for them to visit their new school. 

The SENDCo will liaise with the new setting. If the child is on our SEND register, then additional meetings can 

be arranged in advance.  The SENDCo from the secondary schools will be invited to the appropriate Annual 

Review to prepare the student for the transition. 

 Should your child leave our school before the end of year 6, we will work with you and their new school in 

ensuring that your child’s needs are understood. 

 

12. How are the academy’s resources allocated and matched to children’s SEND? 

 Schools receive funding for all children including those with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities and 
their needs are met from this, including equipment. The Local Authority may contribute more funding if the 
cost of meeting an individual child’s additional needs is more than £10 000 a year. 

 High Quality First Teaching is the first step in responding to pupils on our SEND register. The assessment and 
planning will inform what interventions will support the classroom teaching. This will be reviewed 3 times a 
year. 

 If progress is still not as expected, despite a suitable period of appropriate and effective support and 
interventions, then specialists will be involved. The impact of their advice will be monitored. 

 If progress is still not being made, despite ‘relevant and purposeful action’, then we will consider requesting 
an Education, Health and Care Needs assessment (EHCNA) This process will take a minimum of 20 weeks to 
implement. Throughout this process, you will be involved. 

 If your child qualifies for an Education, Health and Care plan (ECHP), the assessment of your child’s needs 
identifies something that is significantly different from what is usually available, there may be additional 
funding allocated. You will be told if this means you are eligible for a personal budget and this must be used 
to fund the agreed plan. For students who have an EHCP, our focus is that their needs are met and their 
objectives worked on. This is often better achieved by pooling resources e.g. running interventions for small 
groups. The EHCP will be reviewed annually. 
 

 

13. How are parents involved in the academy?   

 We are a child and family centred school, so you can be involved in the decision making about your child’s 
support – you should arrange to talk to your child’s teacher to discuss any concerns. We will discuss with you 
whether your child’s understanding and behaviour are the same at school and at home and will take this into 
account when determining how to help your child make progress. 

 Parents and teachers can communicate via the Dojo platform. 



 In some cases, we make an arrangement with parents to have a home – school communication book to 
support your child’s learning. 

 We hold review meetings for children on the SEND register and in some cases, where appropriate, hold a 
formal annual review where you are expected to attend and give your views. Teachers and parents are 
encouraged to have as many informal conversations as are necessary to help progress your child’s learning. 

 We have an active Friends of Fishponds Academy (FoFA) and actively encourage parents to volunteer in the 
school. 

 We set homework weekly for children to repeat and practise activities that are new and present an 
achievable challenge for the individual pupil. Support is also available if you wish to understand more about 
how to help you child at home. Please ask to speak with the adults working with your child or look out for 
parent information evenings. 
 

14. Who can I contact for more information? 

 Your first point of contact should be your child’s class teacher.  You may find it helpful to arrange an 
appointment with them. 

 If you have any further concerns we would encourage you to contact the SENDCo Vicky Caddell or the 
Headteacher Michelle Omoboni on fishpondsceacademy@dbat.otg.uk Tel – 0117 9030491 

 You could also link with the Chair of the Academy Local Board, Trish Dodds, via the same email address.  

 In addition to the contacts within the Academy, there are a range of other agencies and support networks 

available: 

SEND and You (parent advice group)  – www.supportiveparents.org.uk  – 0117 989 7725 

Disabled Parents can be contacted via the website www.disabledparentsnetwork.org.uk 

National Parent Partnership Network can be contacted via the website www.iassnetwork.org.uk 

 

15. Who can I speak to if I have a complaint? 

 The SENDCO is available to talk about any issues. Parents can make an appointment to by contacting school 
on 0117 9030491 

 The Headteacher is also always willing to meet with parents if they have a complaint or concern. 

 Parents are able to refer any unresolved issues to the chair of the Academy Council who can be contacted in 
writing through the school. Mrs Trish Dodds fishpondsceacademy@dbat.otg.uk 

 The Local Authority provides a service for parents of special needs children who need support to resolve 
problems through the Parent Partnership Service. (Tel. 0117 303 5004) 

 If you still feel the issues are unresolved, the Headteacher will arrange a meeting with the Chair of the 
Academy Council.  Please contact the school for this to be arranged. 

 If your concern is with the local authority, then please contact the school or SEND and You. 

 SOS SEND run local drop ins and have an advice line for issues around provision and 
EHCP https://sossen.org.uk/ 

 

16. How can I find out about the Local Authority’s ‘Local Offer’ for pupils with special needs? 

 The LA’s ‘Local Offer’ will provide parents with information about all the arrangements and services available 

throughout Bristol for children with any type of special need or disability. This can be accessed via the 

following link. SEND Local Offer (bristol.gov.uk) 

 

17. Other helpful websites 

              National Sleep Helpline 

             Carers Support Centre 

             National Autistic Society  

              Bristol Black Carers 
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